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Design requirements and standards for benches, tables and 
other furniture can vary widely from location to location. 
Many American sites will need to follow ADA requirements 
and may also reference USAB guidelines. Additionally, other 
municipalities will have their own specific requirements. 
It is important to identify the requirements of site-specific 
seating prior to design or specification. 

Maglin has summarized the data that has been researched 
and provided a range of dimensions and some basic 
recommendations to be used when specifying or designing 
to meet ADA requirements and the recommendations of the 
USAB. The following pages outline those dimensions and 
recommendations along with a list of products that currently 
meet the guidelines.USAB: ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES - BENCHES: 

 

 
(A) Seat Bench shall have a seat height at the front edge of 17” (43 cm) minimum and 19” (49 

cm) maximum above the ground or floor space. (R307.6.3.2) 

(B) Armrests: Benches will be most useful if they have armrests to assist in sitting and standing. 
(R307.6.3.2) 

(C) Backrest Benches will be most useful if they have full back support. (R307.6.3.2) 

(D) Clearance  Where benches without tables are provided at a single location, at least 50 percent, but 
no fewer than one, shall provide clear space complying with R402 positioned at the end 
of the bench seat and located for shoulder-to-shoulder seating. (R307.6.3.1) 

*ADA SECTION 903 – Often this section is referenced incorrectly when trying to meet ADA standards. This 
section defines bench requirements: 612 Saunas and Steam Rooms (Ch. 6); 803 Dressing, Fitting and 
Locker Rooms (Ch. 8); 807 Holding Cells and Housing Cells; and 808 Courtrooms (Ch. 8). ADA Does not 
have a requirement for outdoor benches. The guidelines above come from recommendations made by 
the USAB specifically for benches. 
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(A) Seat: Bench shall have a seat height at the front edge of 17” (43 
cm) minimum and 19” (49 cm) maximum above the ground or floor 
space. (R307.6.3.2)

(B) Armrests: Benches will be most useful if they have armrests to 
assist in sitting and standing. (R307.6.3.2)

(C) Backrest: Benches will be most useful if they have full back 
support. (R307.6.3.2)

(D) Clearance: Where benches without tables are provided at a single 
location, at least 50 percent, but no fewer than one, shall provide clear 
space complying with R402 positioned at the end of the bench seat 
and located for shoulder-to-shoulder seating. (R307.6.3.1)

*�ADA SECTION 903 – Often this section is referenced incorrectly 
when trying to meet ADA standards. This section defines bench 
requirements: 612 Saunas and Steam Rooms (Ch. 6); 803 
Dressing, Fitting and Locker Rooms (Ch. 8); 807 Holding Cells and 
Housing Cells; and 808 Courtrooms (Ch. 8). ADA Does not have a 
requirement for outdoor benches. The guidelines above come from 
recommendations made by the USAB specifically for benches.

USAB: ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES - BENCHES:
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ADA: ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES - TABLES:

(A) Knee Clearance: Knee clearance shall have a depth of 
11” (28 cm) minimum at 9” (23 cm) above the ground or floor 
space, and a depth of 8” (20.5 cm) minimum at 27” (68.5 cm) 
above the ground or floor space. (R306.3.3)

(B) Toe Clearance: Space under an element between the 
ground or floor space and 9” (23 cm) above the ground or 
floor space shall be considered toe clearance and shall comply 
with R306. The depth should be between 17-25”. (R306.2.3) The 
minimum width required is 30” (76 cm). (R306.2.5)

(C) Table Height: Table top surface should be in a range of 28-
34”. (R902.3)

(D) Table Width: Knee clearance under the table shall be 
minimum 30” (76 cm) wide. (R306.3.5)

(E) Clearance: Unless otherwise specified, ground or floor 
space shall be positioned for either forward or parallel 
approach to an element 30” (76 cm) x 48” (122 cm). (R305.3) 
A minimum of 36” (91 cm) all around the table surface is 
recommended for pathway clearance.
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The following is a list of benches that fulfill the USAB guideline. 
In short if they have an armrest, a back support and a seat 
between 17”-19” they will meet the guidelines.

Note: When there is a model number with a # sign in it, it is 
referring to a product that has various configurations that meet 
the requirements, e.g. various materials, accessories, etc. Be 
sure to cross reference this document to ensure they meet the 
guidelines.

PRODUCT COMPLIANCE LIST:

The following is a list of tables and seating that fulfills the  
ADA design standard. 

Note: When there is a model number with a # sign in it, it is 
referring to a product that has various configurations that 
meet the requirements, e.g. various materials, accessories, etc. 
Be sure to cross reference this document to ensure they meet 
the guidelines.

USAB STANDARD - BENCHES
MODEL NUMBER SERIES MODEL NUMBER SERIES
MBE-0300-# 300 MBE-0970-# 900
MBE-0310-# 300 MBE-1900-#* OGDEN
MBE-0400-# 400 MBE-2300-#* ICONIC
MBE-0450-# 400 MBE-3000-# L-SERIES
MBE-0510-# 500 MBE-3800-# BLOX
MBE-0870-# 800

* LAYOUT DEPENDENT

ADA STANDARD - TABLES
MODEL NUMBER SERIES MODEL NUMBER SERIES
MTB-0210-#* 200 MTB-1700-# FORO
MTB-0400-#* 400 MTB-1900-# OGDEN
MTB-0720-# 700 MTB-2300-# ICONIC
MTB-1050-#* 1050 MTB-2700-# ALUM
MTB-1100-# 1100 MTB-2800-# FAVA

* LAYOUT DEPENDENT
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